370 Simmit Styeet
Kingsport, Qass.
22" Ortober 1544

o my esteemed colleagye Dr Montgomery St. Sotn Lowell,

Good day to yo sir, and please forgive the impertinence of an ynsolicited letter. Uy name is
Dr Adrian Jalbot. I had the pleasyre of serving the CUnited Slates Navy as a syrgeon for
ten years. FHaving been forced from service by an wiifortynate medical condition, I now reside
in SKingsport, the city of my birth. Having yet to establish a private practice, 7 assist Dr
William < Warren at Mercy Hospital. Cfoy may be familiar with Mercy, as it has a
connexion with the Cniversity’s new edical College. T also make charity calls at S,
SLrasnys, a shelter for invalided seamen sypported by local donations. 1y area of expertise is
ampytations, something L assyre yoy is all-too common in the Navy .

Although I am only a humble physician, T pride myself in remaining ay cyrrant in Natyral
SPhilosophy. T subscribe to the Miskatonic Joyrnal of {U)edicine as well as the ) iskatonic
Natyral Philosopher. I confess, Z have been following your career since you were appointed to
my ¢Hma Pater, and T consider yoy one of the stars in a constellation that inclydes Cuvier,
Lamarck, and Darwin. T have read yoyr New Sheory of FPelagic Revolytion and
Serrestrial Development no less than three times!While T am certain its more sybtile
minytine have escaped my grasp, your work profoundly changed my ynderstanding of the
Creator’s natyral world. Indeed, my companions have become accystomed to my frequent
references to your theories, from your conjectyres on molecylar memory and discrete inflyencing
Sluids to your proposition of pelagic retrogression. Tmagine my delight npon opening this month’s
Philosopher and reading of your plans to“ship ont’ on a Kingsport whaler!



Before you think me move prattling Foloniys than fellow Fayst, let me proceed to the point. T
have come across a ynigye medical case peyfectly syited for your esoteric stydies. Jhis October,
the Virgin arvived in port after a two-year whaling expedition. Fmong those deposited on oy
shores was one Diego Salva, a harpooneer oviginally from Tnboca, a small fishing village in
hain. s fellow was injyred dyring the Virgin’s final hunt, and spent the retyrn voyage
with an iyflamed forearm and dangeroys fever. <When I first encountered him at Wercy,
Salva clained to have been flyng from his whale-boat and styng by an octopys. T assymed the
Sebrile Therian had mistranslated the Spanish word for jellyfish. T prompted, *la medysa’, byt
the poor fellow kept insisting, “el pulpo.” Salva’s arm displayed ynysyal scarification and a
cyrions tyrgidity of flesh. Fe assyred me it was the agent of wibearable agony .

With no family in Kingsport, Salva spent nearly a week at fUercy, frequently in stypor.
Despite the cansal event being months antecedent, his arm continyed to swell, the skin blistering
and tymors forming ynder the myscle tissye. Following my instincts, I opened Salva’s arm for
deeper examination. Tt appeared that Salva’s bones were yudergoing some form of rapid and
yncontrollable growth! 7 also discovered a cyrioys object lodged between his radiys and yina—a
barbed caltrop recalling a small sea yrohin, clearly natyral in origin. 7 removed the foreign object
and stitched wp his arm. When T demonstrated the object to Silva, his face widened in
recogition. Apparently, ‘el pulpo’ had vilently discharged sych barbs! Ferhaps a form of
natyral defense, such as the porcypine flinging its quills?

Now that the obstacle to recovery had been removed, I expected oy harpooneer to convalesce.
Pas, his condition continyed to deteriprate. As of yesterday, Sulva’s arm has acqyived a most
alarming appearance. I was immediately reminded of your theory of Jératologie
Catastrophique. I am afraid my only recoyrse is to ampytate.

Wy dear Dr Lowell, if this case intrignes yoy—and I syspect it has—yoy will be pleased to
fnow I have preserved the bard for your inspection. T anticipate yoy may also wish to examine



Salva yoyrself. T have arvanged for his continyed residence at ercy Fospital, and have
taken is case ypon myself as something of a personal project. I am sorvy to report that fis
Worsening condition may force me to ampytate before your arvival in Kingsport. here is also
the impolitic fact that Salva’s bizarve malady has begun troubling the nyrses, and we depend
ypon their good-will as mych as we rely ypon the largesse of distant academies! Natyrally, I
shall preserve the severed limt for your examination.

T eagerly await the pleasyre of meeting you in person. CLfou may find me at Mlercy FHospital,
or call wpon my private residence on Shymmit Street. Tndeed, T would consider it an honor to
host you, for dinner at Adrianopolis, which shall soon fhave the distinction of being “Kingsport’s
Sirst residence to featyre modern dlymination! 7} delightfyl metaphor for oyr anticipated
conversations, don’t yoy think?

L am yoyr obedient servant, elc.

Adrian Jalbot



