J([ngspo’lt Chaonicle 9th gept. 1844
704 Howard St.
J([ngspo’lt, ,}776155.

my :bea’zest Wephew,

J have veceived your letter dated 19LA /4ug. and Jam ove’zjoyec{ to lecn that you have wecovered ﬁom your teviible ordeal — my heart (s
g/addened /)y your wenewed vigot and mental c[a‘lity. What a howible business! As a newsman n_][ no small expettence, I assute you that 9 have
a[so botne witness to unfo’zget‘ta/y[e sigllts, and Dam seluctant to report that suc/z expettences (mpress their mark upon out sens[/)i/it[es na
’Leg‘zetta/J/y /asting ][as/zion. Dris the price we pay f;;’z out noble pursuit — B would pay it again many times ovet, f;)’z the ev[/s o_][ tllis would must
be up’mozferj, and that which (s hidden must be exposezf to the uncompromising /ig/zt o_/[ t‘zut/l, &e.

B read sympat/letica/[g DJ[ your invalid ﬁustmt[nns, and 0][ your c[esi’ze to Aegin wotk anew. But /)e][me you [eap to the conc/us[(m that B about to
renew my pe’zpetua[ Oﬂé’l, fea‘z not! Mo — it is with a mote spec?l;c idea, ot stowy, in my mind that D write t/zis letter.

As you knnw, J(ingspmt now _/[ancies [tse!/ among the mné& 0][ Nantucket and Vew /gez{/md, in that ouwt indust’zy 0_/[ W/za[[ng lzas ][astened itseb(
upon the J:eviat/lan oj[ Commetce as sute as a Aalpoon ﬂung ﬁom the hand Q/ ?at/le’z %eptune /u'mseb[. Mo /ess than twenty-and-one w/za/ing
vessek claim J([ngspo’zt JJa’L/mu’z as their /mme-away-ﬁnm-/mme; and Duse t/zis strange idiom in the know/edge that the tue home q/ the
whaleman is not in pott, but ptow[[ng the oceans fo’z that most oily and lucrative fs/l, the Parmaceti. ﬂm{eed, B say twenty-and-one ships, but

that number Aas /ike[g inc’zeased /)y the time you read t/u's — Ii/(e the ﬂydm oj[ 0[5[, J[O’l each ﬁgu’le/leac{ laid low /Jy J:eviat/lan ot ALS

shieldmaidens Jee & Stowm, two mose appear in its p/ace, carying to the oceans the adventuzous sons 0][ J(ingspo’zt.

But enoug/l with my poesy; B s/ta// now touch upon the point./ On 15111 /4ug., one suc/l W/la[es/lip vetutned ove’z][[()wing with spexm, making her
mastets ever moze oleag[nous with that greater lubricant — that which greases all machines and intesactions in this [g[e — Wealth. Named

the Quic[d[ty, 5/16 counts S/eet, /3ake’z & ﬁ/ood as her agents, and (s captained /)y one }e’lemia/l }oa/}, a man We//—suiteJ to Ais /&Mka/

namesakes. While this occasion is not newswo’ztlty n [tseb[, thiee events in connexion have hooked my jou’ma/ist s eye.

] he ][i‘zst invn[ves the s/lip s secnmj mate, one g[yah Watts. A stu&dy man Jam tn/c{, who /las oﬁ sa[[a{ with Captain Joa/) and /zis crew,
poot My Watts now ’zes[nles at St C(:’zasmus, out local sanitarum f[O‘L aged and inﬁ&m maziners. Me 5/1(1// soon be relocated to the new lunatic
asy/um neaz /42“1&1;% —n t’zut/z, the kind sou/s at St. g[mo have been unable to ease /us raving tantwums. ot raving he is, raving mad 4
feat, and no one /zas diagnnsed the cause! It is sa[d he “embraced [unacy ) Ju’u‘ng a tempest nﬁ[ Cape Hown — seduced to slzout[ng
imprecations at Azs fe[/ow nﬁce’zs, aceusing them 0][, and g quote — “dark Eleet{s., v/ he man then ][e[/ into catatonia and si/ence.

The subject of madness also informs my second point, which touches upon Mt Watts " master and commander. Those who greeted the
homecoming of the Quiddity were astonished to find that Captain Joab had vetwrned less of a man — so to speak — than the one who
shipped out in September “+1. I the place of his right leg was an vory pole — a false leg hacked from whalebone — a replacement for a
limb dismasted by a whale in the Pacific Ocean. And mote, word around the docks — as sailors would have i, the scuttlebutt — indicates
that Joab was profoundly affected by his loss. During the time of his second mate’s intemperance, Joab himself was wmored to be raving in his
cabin! Pethaps this madness is a contagion? Ox the quilt of some “dark deeds?”

] he ][ina/ incident (s, B adm[t, 0][ a rather G()t/lic c/zamcte‘z, and was conﬁdec{ to me liy a man named Liam T eaque, a fe/lnw emp[oye(j /)y
Oliver 7Woneypermy — J(ingspmt’s answet f;;’z P.T. Bawnum — to opewate the magic lantewn at /us museum. /4[t/10ug/1 M ?.eague
admitted to /Lav[ng [mju[ged in the JJ[/)e’m[an ][onc[ness J[()‘z strong c{’zink, he was Wi//[ng to swear that the things he Witnessed wete no mete
p/zantas[es seen “t/wougll a g/ass, da/‘zUy e ﬂ mean to say, t/le Aot‘tom 0][ a Aot‘t/e. Accrmjing to 7////‘1 j_ eaque, a /)[aclc coac/z a’z’livet{ at t/ze



Tuttle Docks at the ungodly hour of thiee in the moning — what My Teague was doing at that hout s best left unsaid, but it’s no small
coincidence the docks axe adjacent an infamous disorderly house. Whence upon the coach’s avtival, several “black casks™ were unloaded from the
Quiddity by furtive figures. Intrigued, the IJrishman followed the coach, and was suwptised to discover its final destination was — no dockside
wazehouse — no smugg/ez s den — but the Congzegationa/ Chuch upon Central Mill! Having a superstitious nature, M T eaque vecalled
certain elditeh tales about Central Hill, and no doubt fearing the sudden appearance of Old Mother Cawches to lay claim to his eyeballs, oux
intrepid adventurer “high-tailed ™ back to his lodgings.

As you ma well ima ne, t/zese events have excited m cuzlosity, and I per umed a sma// iece of investigation — 3 am not so ancient to
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have fo’zgotten the ][ee[ DJ[ cobblestones beneath my boots! ﬂppa’zent/y the Quic{c{[ty has ga[ned no small eputation as lieing a cwrsed s/t[p —
cu‘zset{, pe’z/laps, but /ucmtive, as the “Quid ) a/ways zetuins with mote than het fa[’z sha’ze 0][ oll. But cu’zsed [nc[eed, Aaving on previous voyages
/ost the crew 0][ an entire whaleboat — suﬁ[e’zed w’zeckage ona canniéa/—infested is/and — and in the days when }0(1/} was chie][ mate, lost her

mastet z{u‘l[ng a hurvicanoe!

loe’z/zaps you have a/’zealjy su’zmised my intentions, my dear nephew? anv[ng been inﬁ)’zmec{ Ay your own hand that you c{esi‘ze a reunion with the
sea, and are inte’zestec{ n t/u's mannet o]( commeice — W/zat say you to a W/la/[ng voyage? fl/e’u'[y, g know the labot (s punis/l[ng Aazd, and g
know the Quidc{[ty is considered a god/ess vessel. But this opportunity meets every requirement that you you’zseb[ set J[O’lt/l.

ﬂj[ theve is indeed a concealed motive in the activities oj[ .S)/eet, Baker & Blood — the /ega/ face (y[ the illustrious Tuttle :bynasty — Dwould

guarantee an exc[us[ve exposé, one that would make the jowma[istic ’wum{s fmm ﬁa[timme to Boston. Ever since the howible tale 0][ the Cf?ssex,
the pursuit 0][ Ieviathan emains ﬁxa{ in the pu/)/ic imagination. Watum/[y, B vealize the pe’zi/s 0][ suc/z a voyage, whether Ay /Laza’m/s natural to
the sperm whale _/[is/ze’zy, 01 t/wougll the i/[—sta‘z’zed p/agues that bedevil the lzenig/lta{ Qu[ddity. ﬂndeec{, 4 fem your dear. mother would faint g(

s/ze knew n_}( my suggestion.’ ﬂ am aﬁa[{f my own zesou’ces atre “st’zetched too thin "to pursue tllis myseb[, am{ g[ you c/ec[ine, t/te story slza[/ pass to

the sea with the Jepa’ztu’ze o_}( the Qui(jclity at the end 0][ Oetober —as su’ze/y lost as }011/) s /eg in the Ae/[y q/ the whale!

_/4/1{1 Aef;ﬁze you —— justé/ia/;/y —_— qua[[ at the p’mspect oj[ t/vzee yeazs at sea, est assuted, _ﬂ ][Lt/[_l/ expect you to “jump s/zip ’ at a suita/)/e port
—— once you /lave O/Jta[nec{ t/ze j-’zut/l, Q/ cou’zse.’ ﬂ am to unde&starw{ t/tis (s tAe custom o_}( seamen, amj wete you to [eave t;Le Qutdc[ity aﬁe& a

pe‘li{nl 0][ sevem/ months, it would not be consic{e’zed c[ese’ztion. W/ly not take the opportunity to exp/o’ze the Sandwicll ﬂs/amjs — and pe’z/zaps
waite that book you have been j[ancying? _/4/1{! ajlte’z that — You know a situation awaits you at the C/l’mnic/e; you need on/y ask.

you& %ea’zest 7//nc/e,
—g’zaham /B/aine, esq.



